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1982—Pub. L. 97-256, title I, §101(6), Sept. 8, 1982, 96
Stat. 816, added item for chapter 18.

1975—Pub. L. 93-596, §1, Jan. 2, 1975, 88 Stat. 1949, sub-
stituted ‘“Patent and Trademark Office” for ‘‘Patent
Office’” in heading of chapter 13.

PART REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This part is referred to in section 282 of this title.
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1990—Pub. L. 101-580, §1(b), Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat.
2863, added item 105.

§ 100. Definitions

When used in this title unless the context
otherwise indicates—

(a) The term ‘‘invention’ means invention or
discovery.

(b) The term ‘‘process’” means process, art or
method, and includes a new use of a known proc-
ess, machine, manufacture, composition of mat-
ter, or material.

(c) The terms ‘“United States’ and ‘‘this coun-
try”’ mean the United States of America, its ter-
ritories and possessions.

(d) The word ‘‘patentee’ includes not only the
patentee to whom the patent was issued but also
the successors in title to the patentee.

(July 19, 1952, ch. 950, 66 Stat. 797.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Paragraph (a) is added only to avoid repetition of the
phrase ‘‘invention or discovery’” and its derivatives
throughout the revised title. The present statutes use
the phrase ‘‘invention or discovery’ and derivatives.

Paragraph (b) is noted under section 101.

Paragraphs (c) and (d) are added to avoid the use of
long expressions in various parts of the revised title.

§101. Inventions patentable

Whoever invents or discovers any new and use-
ful process, machine, manufacture, or composi-
tion of matter, or any new and useful improve-
ment thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, sub-
ject to the conditions and requirements of this
title.

(July 19, 1952, ch. 950, 66 Stat. 797.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on Title 35, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §31 (R.S. 4886,
amended (1) Mar. 3, 1897, ch. 391, §1, 29 Stat. 692, (2) May
23, 1930, ch. 312, §1, 46 Stat. 376, (3) Aug. 5, 1939, ch. 450,
§1, 53 Stat. 1212).

TITLE 35—PATENTS

§102

The corresponding section of existing statute is split
into two sections, section 101 relating to the subject
matter for which patents may be obtained, and section
102 defining statutory novelty and stating other condi-
tions for patentability.

Section 101 follows the wording of the existing stat-
ute as to the subject matter for patents, except that
reference to plant patents has been omitted for incor-
poration in section 301 and the word ‘‘art’ has been re-
placed by ‘‘process’, which is defined in section 100.
The word ‘“‘art’” in the corresponding section of the ex-
isting statute has a different meaning than the same
word as used in other places in the statute; it has been
interpreted by the courts as being practically synony-
mous with process or method. ‘“‘Process’ has been used
as its meaning is more readily grasped than ‘“‘art” as
interpreted, and the definition in section 100(b) makes
it clear that ‘‘process or method’” is meant. The re-
mainder of the definition clarifies the status of proc-
esses or methods which involve merely the new use of
a known process, machine, manufacture, composition
of matter, or material; they are processes or methods
under the statute and may be patented provided the
conditions for patentability are satisfied.

CROSS REFERENCES
Design patents, see section 171 et seq. of this title.
Issue of patent generally, see section 151 et seq. of

this title.
Plant patents, see section 161 et seq. of this title.

§102. Conditions for patentability; novelty and
loss of right to patent

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless—

(a) the invention was known or used by others
in this country, or patented or described in a
printed publication in this or a foreign country,
before the invention thereof by the applicant for
patent, or

(b) the invention was patented or described in
a printed publication in this or a foreign coun-
try or in public use or on sale in this country,
more than one year prior to the date of the ap-
plication for patent in the United States, or

(c) he has abandoned the invention, or

(d) the invention was first patented or caused
to be patented, or was the subject of an inven-
tor’s certificate, by the applicant or his legal
representatives or assigns in a foreign country
prior to the date of the application for patent in
this country on an application for patent or in-
ventor’s certificate filed more than twelve
months before the filing of the application in
the United States, or

(e) the invention was described in a patent
granted on an application for patent by another
filed in the United States before the invention
thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an
international application by another who has
fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2),
and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the
invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or

(f) he did not himself invent the subject mat-
ter sought to be patented, or

(g) before the applicant’s invention thereof the
invention was made in this country by another
who had not abandoned, suppressed, or con-
cealed it. In determining priority of invention
there shall be considered not only the respective
dates of conception and reduction to practice of
the invention, but also the reasonable diligence
of one who was first to conceive and last to re-
duce to practice, from a time prior to concep-
tion by the other.



